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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an alcohol/water 
solution of an ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer 
saponificate which can give a film having a good hue and 
reduced in the formation of fish eye by subjecting an 
ethyiene/vinyl acetate copolymer to alkali 
saponification in an alcohol and adding water to the 
obtained alcoholic solution in the presence of an acid 
or an ester of an acid to convert it into an aqueous 
solution. 

SOLUTION: The ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer 



desirably has an ethylene content of 15-60 mol.% and 
may contain copolymerizable ethylenically unsaturated 
monomers (e.g. propylene) in addition to ethylene and 
vinyl acetate. This copolymer in the form of a solution 
in e.g. methanol is saponified with e.g. sodium 
hydroxide in an amount of at most 0.05 equivalent per 
equivalent of the residual acetate groups. The 
concentration of the copolymer saponificate should be 
10-55 wt%. It is desirable that the degree of 
saponification is 60 mol.% or above. The acid used 
cornbinedly with the water is e.g. acetic acid. The ester 
used is exemplified by methyl formate and is desirably 
used in an amount of 0.01^50 equivalents per equivalent 
of the alkali added. 
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